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adorned some of the most iconic 
hotels and casinos in Las Vegas. 
The glorious lights, some of which 
have been restored to working 
order, are put into historical 
context and every one of them, it 
is explained, is as important as the 
next. It’s a thoroughly enlightening 
and fun way to learn the history of 
Las Vegas. 

Half a mile away in The Mob 
Museum (300 Stewart Ave, +1 702 
229 2734; themobmuseum.org), 
you can catch up on Vegas’ more 
unsavory period, including the 
sticky end that came to notorious 
gangster Bugsy Siegel who opened 
the still-operating Flamingo. 

King of food
Long past the days of the all-you-
can-eat buffet, it’s no exaggeration 
to say that Las Vegas is one of 
the best places in the world to eat. 
There are dozens of celebrity chefs 
and plenty of Michelin-star worthy 
restaurants (although no stars 
have been awarded since 2009, 
when the guide was suspended). 
The mega-hotel-resorts of modern 
Las Vegas are often self-contained 

temples to indulgence. Celebrity 
chefs with restaurants here include 
the likes of Nobu Matsuhisa 
(Nobu at Caesars Palace and Hard 
Rock Hotel) and Gordon Ramsey 
(Gordon Ramsay Steak at Paris 
Las Vegas, Gordon Ramsey BurGR 
at Planet Hollywood and Gordon 
Ramsay Pub and Grill at Caesars 
Palace), and you can experience 
the very best of almost any world 
cuisine in one of The Strip’s 
many restaurants. 

For off the Strip dining, there’s 
nothing more Las Vegas than 
the Heart Attack Grill (450 
Fremont Street #130, Las Vegas, 
NV 89101; heartattackgrill.
com). A gimmick of the highest 
order, the HAG ‘has been fighting 
anorexia since 2005’ with massive, 
if mediocre, burgers. They range 
from a single patty up to eight 
(the Octuple Bypass Burger, $180, 
add 40 slices of bacon for an extra 
$57), but be sure you can finish 
before ordering. Nurse Whitney 
(not a real nurse) and her team 
are on hand to spank anyone not 
finishing their food. There’s no 
diet Coke, and absolutely zero light 

beers. It does, however, have IV 
bags of wine and penis-shaped 
syringes of booze. Its vegan menu 
consists of 100 percent leaf tobacco, 
and if you tip the industrial scale 
at over 350 pounds (158.8kg) you 
eat for free.

Daytripin’
Perhaps the highlight of any 
trip isn’t really in Las Vegas at 
all, but above it. A helicopter 
tour (Maverick Helicopter 
Tours, from $960 per person; 
maverickhelicopter.com) over the 
Strip or out to the Grand Canyon 
provides breathtaking sights. 
The landscape of Las Vegas and 
its surrounding environs are 
otherworldly and inhospitable-
looking, which makes the fact 
that Las Vegas exists here at all 
a miracle of human perseverance. 
The drone-eye view of the Grand 
Canyon is a real treat. With a 
sunset tour you not only get 
to witness sundown across the 
Canyon – with a brief stop for 
snacks and sparkling wine – but 
you also get to see Vegas lit up for 
your return.
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 H ead northeast on the I-15 from 
LA and around 30 miles past 
the state line into Nevada, the 

lights of Las Vegas fall into view, 
spreading out into the distance 
and twinkling in the twilight. Las 
Vegas, meaning ‘the meadows’ in 
Spanish, was essentially created by 
the trifecta of legalised gambling, 
reduced residence requirements 
for divorce and the construction of 

the Hoover Dam in the early 1930s. 
However, Sin City didn’t escape the 
global economic downturn in 2008. 
Alarming losses across the last 
five years have led to increasing 
diversification away from gambling 
towards celebrity chef outposts, 
‘day clubs’ and all-day pool parties 
for a generation that are more 
au fait with Call of Duty than 
Texas hold ’em.

Land of temptation
Though there is still a lot of cash 
to be made at the tables (by the 
house, of course), gambling is no 
longer the big draw in town. In 
January 2014 the Las Vegas Sun 
reported that, according to the state 
Gaming Control Board, gambling 
accounted for just 45.1 percent of 
total revenues, with the majority 
of revenue coming from food, hotel 
rooms, drinks and other attractions. 
Today, the monster resorts that 
sit along the main strip offer a 
much wider scope of activities. 
The Cosmopolitan of Las Vegas 
(3708 Las Vegas Blvd S, +1 702 
698 7000; cosmopolitanlasvegas.
com) is one of the hotels to have 
opened post-recession, in 2010, 
and is an all-under-one-roof kind 
of place, with a focus on facilities 
that tempt people to part with their 
dollars at the bar or buffet rather 
than the roulette wheel. There are 
still blackjack tables, but also 14 
restaurants, a shopping mall, three 
swimming pools, a spa and the 
state-of-the-art 60,000sq ft Marquee 
Nightclub (the second highest 
grossing nightclub in the entire 
United States in 2013). These are 

the temptations aimed at a new 
generation of glamorous young 
Americans who flock to Vegas for 
the weekend. 

Vegas is also home to world class 
live stage performances, with a 
range of stunning Cirque de Soleil 
acrobatic shows (eight currently 
showing across the city), magic 
from the likes of Penn and Teller 
and residencies from artists such as 
Britney Spears and Rod Stewart.

Some say that Las Vegas began 
losing its identity in the 1980s. This 
was the end of the mob era, when 
the city started tearing down the 
iconic neon signs and the casinos 
they were attached to, sanitising 
the strip. The Neon Museum 
(770 Las Vegas Blvd N, +1 702 
387 6366; neonmuseum.org), a 
mausoleum to Las Vegas’ past, 
is a few miles north of the Strip 
and offers a historic tour of the 
city without having to leave the 
‘Boneyard’. Enthused guides 
walk groups through the city’s 
history by way of the more than 
150 salvaged neon signs that once 

Tr
av

el
Travel

There is nothing 
more Las Vegas  
than the Heart 

Attack Grill

How to get there 
United (united.com) fly to Las 
Vegas via San Francisco from 
$4,860 (inc tax) 

Where to stay 
There are hotels in Las Vegas 
to suit all wallets but you’ll find 
most quite reasonably priced.

The Flamingo is the oldest 
hotel on the strip still in 
operation. Opened in 1946 
it features a range of rooms 
and suites, some with views 
of the 550ft-high Ferris 
wheel, named the High Roller, 
and a 15-acre Caribbean-style 
water park. From $752 per night 
(inc tax). caesars.com/flamingo-
las-vegas

The Cosmopolitan is a modern 
Vegas resort offering a variety 
of entertainment facilities 
and accommodation, ranging 
from regular city rooms and 
wraparound terrace suites all the 
way up to luxurious penthouses. 
From $1,650 per night (inc tax). 
cosmopolitanlasvegas.com

SLS Las Vegas is one of the 
latest additions to The Strip. 
Open since 2014, the resort 
features an array of dining, 
nightlife and gaming options. 
The hotel’s rooms are housed 
in three towers, each with its 
own distinct theme and have 
been designed by Philippe Stark. 
From $470 per night (inc tax). 
slslasvegas.com

The city of lights
Once the gambling Mecca of the world, Las Vegas has divested 
itself of that responsibility and diversified away from craps and  
card games, writes Rob McGovern  
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Sign of the times 
The Neon Musuem

Viva Las Vegas... 
(clockwise) Marquee at 
The Cosmopolitan; The 
Strip at night; Heart Attack 
Grill; helicopters over the 
Grand Canyon 


