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Coast through Australia’s fiery Red Centre
on one of the world’s great train journeys
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One of the world’s great train
journeys, The Ghan covers
nearly 3,000km on a three-
day trip across Australia
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train go by and not wished I was on it.” These

are the opening words to noted travel writer and
train enthusiast Paul Theroux’s 1975 travelogue The Great
Railway Bazaar: By Train Through Asia. They are words that
resonate with any train enthusiast or adventurer. “But there
are train journeys — and then there is The Ghan.”
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One of the off-train
excursions takes you to the
tranquil Nitmiluk Gorge
inKatherine
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One of the world’s great train journeys,
The Ghan traverses Australia’s Red Centre,
sauntering from (or to) Adelaide on to Darwin
at an average of 8; kilometres per hour through
the desolate desert that makes up Australia’s
mostly uninhabited heart. The 2,979-kilometre
journey takes around 54 hours of travelling but
is, thankfully, split into two nights and three
days with stops and off-train excursions.

The journey begins, for those who travel
from the South Australian capital of Adelaide
to the tropical climes of Darwin in the
Northern Territory (as opposed to the other
way around), at Adelaide Parklands Terminal
with sparkling wine and live music as everyone
gets in the holiday mood. When the boarding
announcement is made, everyone shuffles out to
the platform where the train awaits, its metallic
fagade glittering in the sun.

The Ghan is said to take its name from
cameleers who arrived in Australia in the
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Enjoy a nightcap next to the
bonfire in Manguri (above);
the Platinum Service cabin

(above right) and the Gold
Service twin cabin (right)

middle of the 19th century to work as part of
expeditionary forces into the Outback. These
cameleers, some of whom were from Afghanistan
(which is why the train is pronounced “gan”),
were literal trailblazers who laid down a path
through the arid centre of Australia.

There are two classes of travel on The Ghan
— Gold or Platinum — with the former offering
both twin or single cabins and the latter
offering twin cabins that are almost twice the
size of a Gold twin cabin. Cabins are converted
into lounges during the day with tables and
comfortable seats should you need a respite
from the alcohol-fuelled fun of the Outback
Explorer Lounge. The Gold Service single cabins
are particularly cosy. Designed for solo travellers
or travellers who want their privacy, the recently
renovated cabins utilise the small space well
with the bed disappearing into a wall to reveal
a small room with space for two. Fantastically
spacious shared shower/toilet facilities are at the
end of the carriage.

The journey itinerary is well planned with plenty
of time to gaze out of the large windows while the
outback speeds by between excursions and meals.

Day one is a leisurely affair with no
commitments other than to enjoy the scenery, a
few glasses of Australian wine or beer while you
get to know your fellow travellers and dinner
in the very nice Queen Adelaide restaurant in
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the Platinium Club, where regionally-sourced
ingredients as well as native Australian fare
including kangaroo, saltbush and wild rosella
flower make for interesting and delicious meals.
The restaurant is also where breakfast and lunch
are served.

The morning of the second day starts
before sunrise with a stop at Marla, which
is around 1,000 kilometres into the journey.
Coffee, pastries and bacon rolls are laid on as
the sun comes up over the mountains, and
while early for some, it really is a magnificent
way to start the day.

In the afternoon, The Ghan pulls in to Alice
Springs. The town of around 30,000 sits at the
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The famous Uluru in the distance
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Aboard The Ghan, feel

free to stop and enjoy the

magnificent scenery

(above right)
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Horseback riding in
Katherine (below left); try
your luck with a pick during
an off-train excursion to the
Quest Opal Mine in Coober
Pedy (below)

crossroads to the continent and is equidistant
from Adelaide and Darwin, and it is here that
guests can get a taste of what the journey is, or
was, all about. A visit to Pyndan Camel Tracks
is one of several options available, and if you
have never been up close and personal with
these magnificent beasts of burden, this is a
great opportunity. The visit consists of a short
ride in the shadow of the West MacDonnell
Ranges followed by snacks and drinks.

A shower to rinse off the heat and dust from
the day is followed by dinner and more drinks
with newfound friends before retiring for the
last night aboard.

The final day of the journey comes around
too quickly for most people, but it does
include one final excursion in Katherine with
a short cruise through Nitmiluk Gorge. The
ancient sandstone gorge is home to centuries
of history for the local Jawoyn people, and the
cruise is a great way to include some native
Aboriginal culture in the trip.

Back on board, there is perhaps time for a
few more drinks before The Ghan finally rolls
into Darwin in the evening and the fantastic
journey is complete.

For those who want a little more indulgent
adventure, there is The Ghan Expedition,
which is three nights and four days, and
for those lucky enough to have already
experienced The Ghan, the Indian Pacific
(between Perth and Sydney) and the Overland
(between Adelaide and Melbourne) are also
great Australian train trips. =
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ADELAIDE/DARWIN CONNECTION
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Get started by enjoying a few extra days
at the start or end of your trip in Adelaide
or Darwin with these suggestions.

The capital of South Australia, Adelaide
is one of Australia’s foodie capitals thanks
to the high quality produce from the fertile
Adelaide Hills, which finds its way into the
city’s cafés, bars and restaurants, and the
world famous Barossa Valley which is just
a 60-minute drive away.

Eat and Drink: The city’s laneways offer

a veritable smorgasbord of dining and
drinking options with everything from cafés
and bars to highly regarded restaurants,
one of which is Peel Street.

9 Peel Street

peelst.com.au

Sleep it off: The luxury Mayfair Hotel
is situated right in the heart of the city’s
laneways.

45 King William Street

mayfairhotel.com.au

See it: Stroll around the 1gth-century
buildings and wharves of historic Port
Adelaide or see what is going on at the
iconic Adelaide Oval, whether that be a
cricket match or a concert. Recover from
traipsing around the city with a day at a
nearby beach.
adelaideoval.com.au
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The Pyndan Camel Tour
in Alice Springs
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chardarwin.com.au
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With two distinct seasons — wet and dry —
Darwin is a far cry from Adelaide, but with
more crocodiles in the Northern Territory
than anywhere else in the world and
unprecedented access to nature thanks to
the nearby Kakadu National Park; Darwin
offers a very different Australian experience.

Eat and Drink: Located on Darwin’s
esplanade, barbecue restaurant Char
Darwin is particularly recommended for
meat lovers.

The Esplanade at Knuckey Street
chardarwin.com.au

Sleep it off: Vibe Hotel Darwin Waterfront
is affordable and conveniently located.

7 Kitchener Drive

tfehotels.com

See it: Darwin’s WWII heritage can be
seen all around. There are B52 bombers at
the Aviation Heritage Centre, and the
Darwin Military Museum gives a good
overview of the region's role in the war.
557 Stuart Highway

darwinsairwar.com.au

5434 Alec Fong Lim Drive
darwinmilitarymuseum.com.au
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