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When it comes to Latin America, Mexico 
is Hong Kong’s second-largest trading 
partner and the biggest buyer of Hong Kong 
exports. Bilateral trade between the two has 
increased 600-fold in the last decade or so 
and agreements in the avoidance of double 
taxation, customs, intellectual property, and 
the acceleration of small and medium-sized 
enterprises are in place. And with Mexico 
projected to become the seventh-largest 
economy in the world in the next 15 years, 
businessmen and women in Hong Kong might 
do well to look beyond tacos and tequila, 
particularly because, as former Consul General 
of Mexico to Hong Kong and Macau Alicia 
Buenrostro Massieu put it earlier this year, 
Mexico is an unstoppable technology-based 
manufacturing powerhouse with an increasing 
share of global trade, sound demographics, 
increased equality and social inclusion, a more 
active civil society, and an enhanced rule of law, 
and, she said, it is reaching out enthusiastically 
to Hong Kong.

The hub of it all is of course Mexico City. 
One of the world’s great metropolises, Mexico 
City is punctuated by incredible food and a 
culture that is as colourful as the people. 

For those visiting the city, there are plenty 
of beautiful and classy properties that offer 
design- or heritage-led stays in the sprawling 
and ancient capital. Boutique hotels across 
Mexico City go in for subtlety and style without 
a sombrero in sight, although you can perhaps 
expect a welcome drink of Herradura Plata and 
Mexican art hanging on the walls. 

Grupo Habita are, they say, the first to 
open a truly boutique property in Mexico City. 
Still very much boutique by global hotel brand 
standards, the group has four properties in the 
city as well as a few in other parts of the country 
and a further few scattered around the globe. 

Habita opened in October 2000. Located 
in the Polanco district of the city, which is 
known for being home to both politicians and 
artists (and everything between) the property 
has an austere luxury. Rooms are spacious and 
somewhat sparsely furnished which makes for 
a peaceful place to work or relax.

More design than boutique, the exterior 
of the 1950s-era building is wrapped in 
frosted glass and maintains several original 

features, but inside there are several pieces of 
contemporary art including a metal mural by 
artist Jan Hendrix and a video installation by 
Silvia Gruner. Popular for business meetings, 
Habita also has a barbershop on the ground 
floor. 

The success of Habita led to the opening 
of Condesa df in January 2005 in the city’s 
Bohemian district Condessa. According 
to design guru India Mahdavi, the idea at 
Condesa df was to reinterpret the work of 
revered Mexican architect Luis Barragán and 
“introduce the feel of Europe to Mexicans and 
the feel of Mexico to foreigners in a way that 
can grow in synergy with the neighbourhood.”

The 20s-era building is filled with custom 
furniture by Mahdavi, while the 40 rooms 
and suites were inspired by the tranquillity of 
monastic bedrooms, some of which open onto 
wooden terraces. 

Stara is very much a boutique newcomer in 
Mexico with just two properties, the second of 
which opened in January of 2016.

Stara Hamburgo is in the Juarez district 
of the city. Next to the fashionable and 
better known Roma and Condesa districts, 
Juarez is an up and coming district in terms 
of popularity but it has its own history and 
identity. It appears to be a neighbourhood in 
transition as fashionable boutiques and hotels 
stand next to laundries and tortillerias with 
pan-European restaurants and coffee shops 
dotted here and there. Milan 44 is a nice an 
upmarket eatery, and Mucho Mundo Chocolate 
is good for a fun respite.  

Stara Hamburgo has 60 suites, a library, 
a business centre, and all the other services 
and amenities you would expect from a luxury 
boutique hotel. Sleek throughout thanks to 
avant garde furniture, rooms come with a 
tablet that controls lights, TVs, fans and air 
conditioning (a feature not enough hotels 
have). It is also very conveniently located being 
just one block from Paseo de la Reforma, one 
of Mexico City’s main thoroughfares, and 30 
minutes from the airport, meaning it is easy to 
get in and out and it is conveniently located for 
meetings in the business district. 

Not overtly Mexican, Stara Hamburgo 
imparts Mexico mainly through the private 
art collection that adorns the walls and rooms. 
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Each room has at least two pieces and all 
common areas have several pieces. Noted 
artists that feature include Mathias Goeritz, 
Pedro Friedeberg, Helen Escobedo, and 
Manuel Felguerez.  

Stara’s other property in the city is Stara 
San Angel Inn. With the same philosophy as 
Stara Hamburgo when it comes to original art 
and technology, the 22 suites here are finished 
with furniture by Danish brand BoConcept. 
The company’s longer stay option, Stara San 
Angel Inn is located in the small but beautiful 
San Angel neighbourhood and is just 12km (7.4 
miles) southwest of the historic centre and 19 
km from Benito Juarez International Airport. 
The quaint area offers the perfect combination 
of cultural immersion with peace and quiet 
thanks to the cobbled streets and beautiful 
houses and plazas of the area.

A short walk is the house-studio of Diego 
Rivera and Frida Kahlo. One of Mexico City’s 
most significant cultural landmarks, it is where 
Rivera and Kahlo, two of the most important 
artists of the twentieth century, lived and 

worked. Designed by Juan O’Gorman, one of 
the “most Modernist of Modernist architects,” 
the building is considered to be one of the first 
examples of the modern movement on the 
American continent.

Finally there is La Valise, a small but 
luxurious hotel in the city’s leafy Roma 
neighbourhood. “An urban refuge” that is, 
by those in the know, considered one of the 
hippest stays in Mexico City, the French-
style, Porfiriato-era building fits in seamlessly 
with the art galleries, boutiques, and trendy 
nightlife venues that Roma is known for.

With just three suites (La Luna, El Patio, 
and La Terraza), La Valise (which translates 
from French as the suitcase) epitomizes 
boutique. The suites, at 1,000 square feet each, 
are beautifully designed by and filled with 
furniture from Emmanuel Picault’s Chic by 
Accident, the local antique boutique that has 
as many endorsements as La Valise. 

Exclusivity and effortless style means 
advance bookings for La Valise are absolutely 
essential.  
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THE BOUTIQUE EXPERIENCE 
IN MEXICO CITY


