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Celebrated English artist left behind a rich body of work during lengthy stays in Macau and India
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MACAU HIDES A MULTITUDE
of charms and surprises, none
more so than English artist
George Chinnery, whose legacy
has endured thanks to his
anthropology-like collection of
work in India and Macau. Today,
his works can be found all over
the globe, including among the
145 galleries and 4.5 million
objects at London’s Victoria and
Albert museum.

Born in London in 1774,
Chinnery studied at the Royal
Academy Schools, but was lured
in his early 20s to Ireland where
he enjoyed modest success as
an artist. Chinnery left his wife
and two children behind when
he returned to London, just two
years after getting married - only
to depart for India the following
year. Facing mounting debt,
Chinnery left India in 1825 and
headed to the then-Portuguese
colony of Macau.

Chinnery spent the last 27 years
of his life in Macau before he died
in 1852, and is buried in the Old
Protestant cemetery alongside
relatives of Winston Churchill and
United States presidents John
Adams and John Quincy Adams,
and George Washington’s godson.

Chinnery was a versatile
artist, producing portraits,
landscapes and street scenes in
oil, watercolours and pencil, but
is said to have preferred creating
landscapes. He sketched every
morning and took meticulous
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notes to accompany them leaving
behind a detailed record of the
city. A record of the changing face
of Macau as much as works of
art, Chinnery painted everything
from the rich and famous to ear
cleaners and street children.

Chinnery’s  reputation  was
already firmly established by the
time he arrived in Macau and he
was in great demand, painting
portraits of East India company
officials, military men and visiting
dignitaries. One of his most
notable portraits was that of
Howqua, as Wu Bingjian, one of
the richest men in the world for a
time. Chinnery also did a portrait
of Dr Robert Morrison, the first
Protestant missionary to China
who who led the effort to translate
the Bible into Chinese. Morrison
called the portrait “glorifying, as
a work of art” He also painted
Scottish opium traders William
Jardine and James Matheson,
and diarist Harriet Low.

Chinnery died of a stroke at his
home on May 30, 1852. As he did
not leave a will, his belongings,
which included numerous
paintings and sketches, were
sold by judicial order.

An auction of the contents
of his studio later took place in
Macau, attended by the cream of
Hong Kong society.

Such was Chinnery's celebrity,
that shortly after his death, a
street was renamed for him.
Rua George Chinnery is near St

Such was Chinnery’s celebrity, a street in

Macau was named after him
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Lawrence’s Church in an area he
once lived. Stroll down it with a
sketchpad to emulate the artist.

Chinnery’s work can be also
found in public collections in
England, the US, Hong Kong and
Macau (at the Macao Museum
of Art). Visitors to Macau can
see the granite memorial to
Chinnery erected in the Old
Protestant cemetery. A plaque
at the memorial unveiled by the
governor of Macau in 1974 bears
the inscription: “For the life of
one who, journeying far from the
land of his fathers, found in this
city a haven of refuge from the
besetting tribulations and worldly
cares of his earlier years 4
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1. A self-portrait of
George Chinnery
from 1840.

2. A Macau street
scene is depicted

in this painting by
Chinnery.
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